
I was thrilled to receive the ASSTA Conference Travel Award to atend the 20th Interna�onal 
Congress of Phone�c Sciences (ICPhS) 2023, held in Prague, Czech Republic, from 7th to 
11th August. ICPhS is a quadrennial gathering that unites researchers working in speech 
acous�cs and (socio)phone�cs from across the globe. Therefore, I am par�cularly grateful 
for the ASSTA’s financial support, which made my par�cipa�on and presenta�on at this 
pres�gious event possible. 
 
This year's ICPhS conference celebrated the diversity and richness of phone�c research 
under the theme of “Intermingling Communi�es and Changing Cultures”. Among the 
numerous enriching sessions, I found a par�cular interest in research focusing on speech 
percep�on, speech acous�cs, speech produc�on and physiology, phone�cs of sound change, 
sociophone�c varia�on, phonology-phone�cs interface, and more (not forge�ng to men�on 
that the recorded videos, along with readily available proceedings, were much appreciated 
bonuses that have allowed me to review and revisit many interes�ng talks at my 
convenience and as many �mes as I wanted!). In par�cular, the paper/talk "Computa�onal 
Models for Ar�culatory Learning of English Diphthongs: One Dynamic Target vs. Two Sta�c 
Targets" le� a significant impact on me due to its innova�ve approach to exploring the 
nature of English diphthongs. The paper contributed to the ongoing debate about whether 
diphthongs should be considered as phoneme en��es or simply vowel combina�ons. By 
using computa�onal simula�on of vocal learning, the authors employed a three-dimensional 
vocal tract model and an automa�c phoneme recogniser to train an ar�culatory synthesiser 
to learn American English diphthongs. Their results showed that diphthongs learned with 
dynamic targets were more intelligible across different dura�ons. This innova�ve use of 
modelling not only presents a novel methodology but also sheds light on the underlying 
mechanisms involved in ar�culatory learning.  
 
Prof. Jane Stuart-Smith's engaging and interes�ng talk on "What can speakers tell us about 
speech?" was another that expanded my horizons. With its insigh�ul explora�on of the 
systema�c and informa�ve nature of phone�c and phonological varia�on in speech, the talk 
emphasised the significance of social-indexical cues in understanding speakers' iden��es 
through their speech, as well as how speech varia�on is intricately linked to speakers’ social 
aspects such as gender, social class, ethnicity and dialects. Such a nuanced perspec�ve on 
linguis�c paterns within local communi�es has indeed enhanced my comprehension of 
phone�c and phonological knowledge as inherently intertwined with the social dimensions 
of speakers' lives.  
 
I also had the privilege of presen�ng a paper within a session dedicated to Sociophone�cs 
that explored different English varie�es. Titled “Acous�c merger between /e/ and /æ/ in 
Singapore English: insights into stylis�c varia�on and sub-varietal difference”, this paper 
inves�gates the extent of the /e/-/æ/ acous�c merger in Singapore English produced by 
young Chinese Singaporeans. Highligh�ng the complexity of the effects of speech style on 
the acous�c proper�es of the vowels under examina�on, this paper raised ques�ons about 
the acous�c boundaries between speech styles and subvarie�es in New Englishes, such as 
Singapore English, and also posed theore�cal concerns about approaches to studying New 
Englishes for future research. The Q&A session that followed not only provided me with 
construc�ve feedback from interna�onal colleagues on my research but also offered the 
opportunity to form new friendships with researchers from other countries!  



 
 
As I reflect on this excep�onal experience, I am deeply grateful to the ASSTA for their 
generous support. Through this Travel Award, I was able to contribute to this global 
discourse, expand my knowledge of phone�cs and speech science, and incorporate new 
perspec�ves and ideas gained into my research, thereby improving the overall quality of my 
work. 


